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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." 


Judges 7:20. 
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7 Fundamentals of Christian Faith 


"IF YE BELIEVE NOT THAT | AM HE, YE SHALL DIE IN YOUR« 


SINS" (John 8:24). 
"IF THERE COME ANY UNTO 


YOU, AND BRING NOT THIS 


DOCTRINE, RECEIVE HIM NOT INTO YOUR HOUSE, NEITHER 
BID HIM GOD SPEED: FOR HE THAT BIDDETH HIM GOD SPEED 
IS PARTAKER OF HIS EVIL DEED" (I) John 10, 11). 


"BUT THOUGH WE, OR AN ANGEL FROM HEAVEN, PREACH 


SANY OTHER GOSPEL UNTO YOU THAN THAT WHICH WE 


HAVE PREACHED UNTO YOU, LET HIM BE ACCURSED" (Gal. 1:8). 


(Stenographically reported ser- 
mon of John R. Rice, Sunday night, 
June 12, Dallas). 


I thought nothing would be more 
fitting in this first Sunday night 
service of the Bible School than my 
laying out the great fundamentals 
of the Christian faith. What does 
it mean to be a fundamentalist ? 
Is it a new denomination? Is that 
a new idea that somebody started ? 
As I rode to Fort Worth the other 
day with a business man of Dallas 
from whom we bought the material 
for the ceiling of our auditorium, 
I told him what I would preach 
about, what it meant to be a fun- 
damentalist. 


“Why,” he said, “that is noth- 
ing new. That is what I was 
taught by my mother when I was 
a child.”’ 

I am not bringing 
No, the things I am ta 
are the bedrock princi 
Christian faith. Ther 


ing new. 
ing about 
es of the 
are some 
may differ 
and be Christians, but there are 
some things on which men cannot 
differ and stay with Christianity. 
There is a dividing line. On one 
side are believers, and on the other 
side are infidels, pagans and 
heathens. Some facts, some doc- 


“A Damned World,” 
or “What Sin Is Doing 


to the Race”’ 


Russia, Germany, Italy, Japan 
under the heel of dictators! 

Democracy has fled from Ameri- 
ca. The New Deal, State Socialism, 
Communism, Bureaucracy, shame- 
less pork barrel politics are fondled, 
embraced, condoned, permitted. 

Spies, the dole, war preparation, 
mounting public debts accompany 
the passing of Americanism, with 
little concern from anybody! 

War and rumors of war every- 
where! 

A civilization mad for money 
and pleasure care not about in- 
creased crime, drunkenness, lewd- 
ness! 

Venereal disease, unchecked, 
damning millions in America. 

Schools have failed, churches 
have failed, homes have failed! 

The judgment of almighty God 
is inevitable! 

Sinner, you are damned with the 
world, under the curse of God. 
Your job is not secure, your health 
is endangered, your home likely 
to end in divorce, your children 
likely to end in license and crime, 
your soul approaching Hell! These 
are the wages of sin. 

THE ABOVE SERMON WILL 
BE PREACHED BY PASTOR 
JOHN R. RICE SUNDAY NIGHT, 
JUNE 26th AT THE FUNDA- 
MENTALIST BAPTIST TABER- 
NACLE, 201 EAST TENTH ST. 
SERVICE BEGINS AT 7:45. 
ESPECIALLY FOR UNSAVED 
MEN. COME PRAYING. BRING 
LOST SINNERS WITH YOU. 
MANY SCRIPTURES. 


trines, some teachings are so eés- 
sential that without them a man 
is not a Christian at all. I come 
to speak on this because the Bi- 
ble so clearly teaches that I ought 
to, because some men, even in pul- 
pits, deny the very fundamentals of 
the faith, because the Scripture 
foretold there would come people 
denying even the Lord that bought 
them. There are certain doctrines 
that cannot be trifled with. There 
are some things I may see one 
way and you may see another way, 
but I can still be your brother. 
There are some matters about 
which people can differ and yet 
be Christians and have the finest 
Christian fellowship. Other mat- 
ters are so important that I will 
not shake a man’s hand as a Chris- 
tian if he does not agree to them. 
They are so important that I will 
not invite a man to eat dinner 
with me, I will not say, “God speed 
you,” if he does not agree on some 
things. 
it. Some doctrines are so 


» 


The Bible plainly forbids | 
im- | 


portant that I will not call a man | 


brother, I will not call a man 
a Christian unless he agrees to 
them. 


What are those differences? 
Somebody says, “All the doctrines 
of the Bible are important.” I 
grant that everything the Bible 
says is important, but not all are 
as important as some others. The 
Bible makes a clear distinction 
that a gnat is not as important as 
a camel. Some people gag at a 
gnat and swallow a camel. So 
then, according to the Bible, a 
camel is bigger than a gnat. The 
Jewish Pharisees, the Saviour said, 
tithe mint, anise and cummin and 
have omitted the weightier matters 
of the law, judgment, mercy, and 
faith. According to Christ, there- 
fore, tithing mint, anise and cum- 
min is not as weighty a matter as 
judgment, mercy and faith. Isn't 
that so? There is a difference in 
the relative importance. of some 
doctrines. 


And certain fundamentals must 


be counted essential. I want you 
to see what it is to be a funda- 
mentalist. Some people have the 
idea that to be a fundamentalist 
means to be a follower of one 
man, and he has so led some men 
to believe. I will not discuss that 
man tonight any one man is an 
incident. The truth of the matter 
is that many; many people who 
themselves are fundamentally 
sound would not follow a man 
they could not trust, in whose life 
they could find no harmony with 
Christ and whose word could not 
be believed. Let me make it clear 
once and for all, to be a funda- 
mentalist is not to be a member 
of any denomination, nor a part 
of any man-made movement. It 
is not to be a member of a new 
denomination nor of an old de- 
nomination. One may be in a de- 
nomination and be a fundamental- 
ist or one may be out of a denomi- 
nation. Or one may he in a denom- 
ination and not be a fundamen- 
talist, or one may be one of these 


7 Congregationalist. 


es 


gun-toting, law-suiting, slandering, 
hell - raising, self -exalting funda- 
mentalists by name and not be a 
fundamentalist in his heart at all. 
It is not a question of having your 
name on a certain kind of church 
book or having the approval of a 
certain organization to be a fun- 
damentalist. 


What I wish to say is that be- 
ing true to the Bible does not mean 
following one man, any more than 
being saved means following a 
man. Being true to the Bible as 
a fundamentalist does not mean 
to be a member of a certain church 
or to meet their requirements any 
more than being saved means be- 
ing a member of a certain church. 


There are certain fundamentals 
of the faith which people must 
hold to ever be true Christians. 
I will bring them to mind tonight. 
Don’t misunderstand me. For in- 
stance about baptism. I believe 
baptism is important. I was bap- 
tized, and I teach others to be bap- 
tized. I do it by the command of 
Jesus Christ. But I do not believe 
baptism is as important as getting 
saved. I do not believe water as 
important as blood. I do not be- 
lieve local. congregations are as 
important as the whole body of 
the saved, the bride of Christ. I 
say there is a difference in im- 
portance, I van call a man brother 
who has been sprinkled even 


| 


if | 


he is a sprinkled brother, but I | 
cannot call a man brother who does | 


not believe in the deity of Christ, 
the virgin birth, the blood atone- 
ment, the inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures, direct creation, and heaven 
and hell. There are some essen- 
tials that a man must believe if 
he is to be a fundamentalist, or if 
he is to be a true Christian at 
all. 

A good many years ago, twenty- 
odd years ago, a group of great 
men against modernism and evolu- 
tion, against worldliness coming in- 
to the churches, got together and 
organized what has become known 
as the World’s Christian Funda- 
mentals Association. The leading 
spirit was Dr. W. B. Riley; others 
were Dr. R. A. Torrey, Dr. William 
Pettingill, another was Dr. Phil- 
pott, I believe — five or six men — 
and Dr. Norris was not one of 
them. They organized the World’s 
Christian Fundamentals Associa- 
tion. Dr. Riley was a Baptist. His 
church is in the Northern Baptist 
Convention. Dr. Torrey was an 
independent, though known as a 
Others were 
Presbyterians and Plymouth breth- 
ren, I believe. But they organized 
what is called the World’s Chris- 
tian Fundamentals Association. 
Dr. W. B. Riley started a maga- 
zine called The Christian Funda- 
mentalist. Later on the name was 
taken by others and used, and Dr. 
Riley finally discontinued publish- 
ing it. William Jennings Bryan 
was an active leader in the World’s 


Christian Fundamentals Associa- 


tion. The Sunday School Times, 
which is one of the greatest Chris- 
tian magazines in America, with 
a circulation of over 100,000 week- 
ly, sponsored the movement. The 
Moody Bible Institute Monthly, 
King’s Business, and a great group 
of Christian magazines and papers 
sponsored the Christian Funda- 
mentals movement. They are fun- 
damental in the same sense that I 
call myself a fundamentalist. They 
believe exactly what I believe 
about the blood of Christ, the 
atonement of Christ, the deity of 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


‘Mission Work 


In San Antonio 


Two weeks ago we published an 
article about Brother R. E. White 
and the Mexican mission ‘work sup- 
ported and controlled by the Tab- 
ernacle Baptist Church and a 
group of counsellors in San An- 
tonio. One mistake we made, and 
a letter from Brother White comes 
correcting it. Brother White says: 


“There is one error in your ar- 
ticle that would not be understood 
by those who know, and I am en- 
closing a copy of my paper with a 
report of our Mexican mission 
work in full. You will note that 
the total spent on our Mexican 
mission work 
$4,916.19 and of the total $2,071.53 
was received from outside givers, 
the rest was put up by the Tab- 
ernacle Baptist Church.” 


and report of the mission work is 
very interesting. 


STILL FREE 


24 PAGE SERMON ON UN- 
PARDONABLE SIN SENT FREE 
IN JESUS' NAME ON REQUEST 


We are happy that there is a 
widespread interest in the sermon 
on the Unpardonable Sin. This 
message, preached by Editor John 
R. Rice in Binghamton, New York, 
in the union revival, February 23, 
1936, was used of God, resulting 
in twenty-three professions of 
faith that Sunday afternoon. 


Later the sermon was printed in 
The Sword of the Lord and there 
were several who read the sermon 
who claimed Christ as Saviour. Itis 
now printed in twenty-four page 
pamphlet, and we are offering it 
free. Please write at once. 

If you feel impressed, you may 
send postage or offering on print- 
ing cost, but there is no charge 
for the booklet. It is sent free in 
Jesus’ name with the earnest and 
loving prayer that many will be 
turned to Christ before they com- 


mit this terrible sin that has no 


during 1937 was) 


It was sent me friends read it. 


forgiveness in this world nor in 
the world to come. 

The sermon is Scriptural, tender, 
plain, understandable. Write to 


_ John R. Rice, 201 East Tenth St., 
The annual financial] statement | 


Dallas, for your copy today. Read 
it yourself and see that unsaved 
Let us know of 


by Brothér White, after that ar-|@my saved through the booklet and 
|_ ticle two weeks ago, and I am glad 


to publish it here. I copy it from 
Amazing Grace for February 4: 


“ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATE- 
MENT, MEXICAN MISSION 
WORK — 1937 


Income 


Balance on hand January 
Oe:  , GPT Se $ 
Received from Dr. & Mrs. 
FD Ae)! Aa 
Received from Tabernacle 
Baptist Church............... 2682.89 
Received from other sources 148.50 


$4916.19 
Disbursements 
Salaries to regularly paid 


13.27 


2071.53 


workers: 
Mo. salary, director of 
Grace Mission................ $ 100.00 
Mo. salary, director of 
Rosillo St. Mission........ 75.00 
$2100.00 
Salary for extra service... 5.00 
Special gifts designated 
and alloted other 
workers . 34.72 
S. H. Kress for gift Bibles 30.00 
Rent on San Fernando St. 
Mission (4 months)... 20.00 


Improvements and repairs 2722.10 
Balance on hand.................. 4.37 


$4916.19 


280 Mexicans saved during the 
year 1937 


2 new buildings erected for mis- 
sion purposes 

5 new American workers started 
work on the field 

2 Mexican men in training to 
preach 


13 American; 16 Mexican workers 
are now working on the field 

9 new Mexican workers yielded to 
the call to special service and 
are gladly giving their time 
and talents for the Lord 

On hand for aiding native Mexi- 
can preachers and mission- 
aries $37.75” 


I believe the report shows a 
blessed work for God. Any who 
feel led to support such a work, 
send all mission offerings to Mrs. 


LLL Lee eee eee ee Tee ee ee 


C. P. Stealey, 202 Warner Street, 
| San Antonio, Texas. 


: 


pray that God will provide means 
for our tract work. 


——__—_9N—-——- —_ 


Still Improving 
And Paying 


At the Fundamentalist Baptist 
Church in Dallas we keep improy- 
ing our nice, large, brick taber- 
nacle. We are just now putting 
permanent light wiring in conduits 
in the auditorium. We are also 
installing insulite ceiling in the au- 
ditorium. It will make the build- 
ing much cooler in summer, easier 
to heat in winter and far lovelier 
all the time. The ceiling is beau- 
tifully paneled. The lights will 
cost $225.00, and most of the 
money is in the bank for it. The 
ceiling will cost a little over $400.00 
and al] that money must be raised 
soon. The Lord has been very 
gracious and has helped us pay 
for all our building program as we 
build. Let us earnestly pray about 
this matter, and friends and mem- 
bers will help, each as God lays it 
on their hearts. 


Q——- 


J. A. Lovell Leads 
D. V. B. S., Dallas, 
June 27 - July 10 


The Fundamentalist Baptist 
Church in Dallas will sponsor a 
fine Daily Vacation Bible School 
at the church beginning Monday 
morning, June 27th, and running 
through Sunday, July 10th. Rev. 
J. A. Lovell of Fort Worth, Dublin, 
and Ranger will be in charge. He 
will be assisted by Mrs. Elizabeth 
J. Ridgway and a fine group of 
workers in the Fundamentalist 
Baptist Church. Services will run 
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon, 
Monday through Friday, for two 
weeks. There will be much, Bible 
teaching, Bible story- telling, and 
Scripture memory work. There 


will be notebooks, honor rolls, 
crowns with stars, salutes to the 
flag, parades marching to music, 
and, we trust, some happy conver- 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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PAGE TWO 


7 Fundamentals 
of Christian Faith 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


Christ, about the new birth, about 
sin, about Heaven and Hell, and 
about the second coming of Christ. 
The Moody Bible Institute was be- 
hind that movement. The Los 
Angeles Bible Institute was be- 
hind it. The National Bible Institute 
in New York City,,.the Philadelphia 
School of the Bible and other great 
seminaries, colleges and Bible in- 
stitutes were behind it. The Chris- 
tian Fundamentals Association was 
finally of people in various denom- 
inations, some were Methodists, 
like Dr. Shattuck of Ohio. Some 
were Baptists, some were Presby- 
terians, Dr. Machen, for instance. 
Some were Congregationalists. 
Dr. James M. Gray was nominally 
an Episcopalean. 


Some Absolute Essentials Named 


There are certain fundamentals 
without which one cannot be a 
Christian: one must believe there 
is a God. He must believe the Bi- 
ble is the infallible Word of God. 
He must believe in the fact of 
sin. He must believe that man is 
fallen and a sinner, and must be 
born again. He must believe that 
salvation is by the blood of Christ. 
He must believe in the bodily res- 
urrection of Jesus from the dead. 
He must believe in the virgin 
birth of Christ, the miracles of 
Christ. He must believe in a Hell 
for Christ-rejecting sinners. Great 
groups of people in the churches 
and out of the churches, in all de- 
nominations and in no denomina- 
tions hold those fundamentals. To 
be a fundamentalist does not mean 
to follow one man. It does not 
mean to be in one denomination. 
But it means to believe certain 
things about the Bible, about God, 
about Christ, about man, about sin, 
about Heaven and Hell and sal- 
vation by the blood. 

I am anxious that all minds be 
clear on that matter since it is es- 
sential and fundamental, because it 
is so important. 


The Scripture I am going to read 
to you is II John, verses seven to 
eleven: 


“For many deceivers are en- 
tered into the world, who con- 
fess not that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh. This is a 
deceiver and an antichrist. 
Look to yourselves, that we 
lose not those things which we 
have wrought, but that we re- 
ceive a full reward .. .” 


Now somebody says, “It doesn’t 
matter what you believe, it is the 
way you live.” No, that isn’t so. 
Satan never told a bigger lie. You 
can live the best you know how, 
and if you do not believe Jesus 
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Christ is the Son of God, you will 
die in your sins. If you do not 
trust Him to be your Saviour, you 
will go to Hell no matter how you 
live. People are not saved by the 
way they live. They are saved by 
a certain attitude toward Jesus 
Christ, and — 

“Whosoever transgresseth, 
and abideth not in the doctrine 
of Christ, hath not God. He 
that abideth in the doctrine of 
Christ, he hath both the Father 
amd the Son. If there come 
any unto you, and bring not 
this doctrine, receive him not 
into your house, neither bid 
him God speed; for he that 
biddeth him God speed is par- 
taker of his evil deeds” (I 
John 9-11). 

Now that Scripture says that 
there is a certain doctrine so im- 
portant that if a man does not 
have the proper attitude toward 
that doctrine, if he does not abide 
in that doctrine about Christ, he 
does not have God and you are not 
to take him home to eat at your 
table and you are not to have him 
sleep in your bed. You are not 
even to say, “God speed you.” If 
you do, you are a partaker of his 
evil deeds. That means there are 
some men that I must not, I will 
not, invite to preach in this pul- 
pit. I will invite men who do nct 
call themselves by the same name 
as I do. I will invite men who 
do not have the same attitude on 
some minor matters — important 
matters, but not the most impor- 
tant. But I will not invite anybody 
to come to this pulpit who doesn’t 
have a certain doctrine, that Je- 
sus is the very Son of God, that 
He was born of a virgin, that He 
died for our sins, that He arose 
again the third day, that He as- 
cended to Heaven and is coming 
again, that sinners must meet Him 
in peace under the blood or in 
wrath and judgment if they re- 
ject Him. I will have nobody in 
my pulpit, I will have nobody as a 
guest in my home, I will approve 
of no work of schools and hospitals 
if anybody in them denies those 
fundamentals of the faith. I want 
you to know what I mean by be- 
ing a fundamentalist. 

Let’s read another Scripture. 
This is so important that Paul said 
in I Corinthians the fifteenth chap- 
ter, 

“Moreover, brethren, I de- 
clare unto you the gospel 
which I preached unto you, 
which also ye have received 
and wherein ye stand; by 
which also ye are saved .. .” 


and this is it: 


“... how that Christ died for 
our sins according to the 
Scriptures; and that he was 
buried, and that he arose again 
the third day according to the 
Scriptures.” 

Now notice. You were saved by 
a certain gospel. Some people be- 
lieve € man may be saved any way. 
One cannot be saved any way. 
There is only one way. The gospel 
is the power of God unto salvation. 
Nothing else is the power of God 
unto salvation. Masonry never won 
a soul no matter how moral. Ma- 
sonry might get people to quit 
drinking whiskey and be true to 
their marriage vows and be kind to 
their neighbors, but masonry has 
nothing that will save a soul. It 
takes the gospel of Jesus Christ 
to save a sinner. 

Some people say it doesn’t mat- 
ter what you believe. Yes it does. 
If you don’t believe the gospel you 
are going to Hell. If you do not 
teach people the gospel, you will 
never get anybody saved. God’s 
way is still the gospel, how that 
Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures, that He was 
buried, that He arose again the 
third day according to the Scrip- 
tures. The gospel as laid out in 
the Scripture must be believed or 
you cannot be a Christian. There 
is no such thing as a Christian 
who does not accept certain gos- 
pel doctrines as facts. 

A lot of people do not like doc- 
trine. But if you do not Rave a 
certain doctrine on this question, 
you will never be saved. Some 


| doctrines are essential. Some are 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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not. But the doctrines about’ 


Christ’s death, His resurrection, 
His atonement, are essential doc- 
trines without which men cannot 
be Christians. Any preacher that 
stands in anybody’s pulpit any- 
where who does not believe-it all, 
does not believe that Christ was 
born of a virgin, who says it does 
not matter, and perhaps he does 
not believe in the miracles of the 
Bible, doesn’t believe Christ lived 
a sinless life, doesn’t believe that 
He died in my place and for my 
sins and paid my debt and re- 
deemed me to God — if a man does 
not believe He died as my substi- 
tute and for me, that man is not 
a Christian himself. If he stands 
in a pulpit to preach, he is a ly- 
ing hypocrite who ought to be 
scorned and torn from the pulpit 
as what he is, an infidel. And you 
ought never to hear a man who 
claims to preach if he does not 
believe those essential, fundamen- 
tal doctrines about the death of 
Christ for sinners. His deity and 
His blood atonement. 

Another Scripture. Paul said in 
Galatians 1:8, 9: 

“But though we, or an angel 
from heaven, preach any other 
gospel unto you than that 
which we have preached unto 
you, let him be accursed. As 
we said before, so say I now 
again, If any man preach any 
other gospel unto you than 
that ye have received, let him 
be accursed.” 

There is one gospel, one doctrine 
by which men can be saved, and 
it is based on a certain attitude 
toward Jesus Christ. You do not 
have to know all about these Bi- 
ble doctrines and have a theologi- 
cal training in them, nor to under- 
stand all the Bible, but unless you 
accept Jesus; not as a man, but 
as God-man; not as a good proph- 
et, but the very Son of God, our 
Substitute; not just one who will 
show us how to live, but who died 
in my place —if you do not accept 
Christ like that you are doomed 
and damned, eternally lost! There 
is no Christian without certain 
fundamentals of the gospel. I want 
you to get them. I want you to 
know what I mean when I say I 
am a fundamentalist. I want you 
to know what God says a man 
must believe to be saved. To be- 
lieve certain facts is not enough. 
To say I believe the doctrine, that 
is not enough. Jesus said to the 
Pharisees, “If ye believe not that 
I am he, ye shall die in your sins.” 
But even those who believed Jesus 
was the Son of God were not saved 
without personal surrender and de- 
pendence on Christ. But there is 
no use to talk about trusting Christ 
as your Saviour unless you trust 
Him as the virgin-born, sinless- 
living, bodily-resurrected Saviour. 
Don’t trust any man as saviour 
who is just a man! 

So you gee there are some funda- 
mentals about that that are so im- 
portant that you are not to receive 
anybody into your house or bid him 
God speed unless he accepts these 
fundamental doctrines of Jesus 
Christ. There are some so essen- 
tial that we ought to be narrow, 
as narrow as the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. On the matter of the blood, 
on the matter of the inspiration 
of the Bible, we must be narrow. 
We ought not to be easy-going and 
“broad-minded” about whether the 
Bible is so or not. We ought not 
to be “tolerant” about whether 
there is a Hell or not. If there is 
no Hell, then there is no such thing 
as salvation, there is nothing to 
be saved from. Christ didn’t save 
anybody and the Bible is a lie and 
there is nothing to Christianity if 
there is not a Hell. There are some 
things on which I could disagree 
with a man and still call him my 
brother. I cannot call any man 
brother who does not believe cer- 
tain fundamentals. He is not my 


brother, he is not a Christian and) 


cannot be classed as a Christian 

by thinking people who believe the 

Bible. 

|. First Fundamental — A Per- 
sonal, Prayer-Answering God 


What are these essentials? Let 
me name some things that are so 


fori 


essential that there can be no room 
for disagreement. When talking 
about God, there may be some 
things you think about God that 
I do not agree to. But if you are 
a Christian, you must believe that 
there is a God. In Hebrews. 11:6 
the Scripture says: 
“He that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, ‘and 
that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him.” 


Now notice the Bible doctrine of 
God. In that verse is the Bible 
doctrine of God. One must believe 
there is a God if he is ever to be 
saved. If you come to God, you 
must believe that He is. 

Note the teaching of this verse. 
First, you must believe that there 
is a God, a personal God. Second, 
you must believe that He may be 
reached by prayer. The third thing 
is that God reaches down to man 
in answer to prayer. Isn’t that 
right? There is a God. “He that 
cometh to God must believe that 
he is and that he is a rewarder of 
them that diligently seek him.” 
People can reach Him by prayer, 
and God answers prayer. That 
doctrine of God—what do you 
mean? I mean this: If you believe 
there is a God then in heart you 
believe.in miracles. Dr. Blanchard, 
one time president of Wheaton 
College, said, “If there is a God, 
He would have to act like a God,” 
To say that God cannot work mir- 
acles is the same as saying there 
is no God. If there is a God, God 
can work miracles. 

Man says, “Yes, I believe there 
is a God; but I believe nature has 
inherent forces, that by inherent 
forces in nature evolution takes 
place, and life came into being. 
Some one-celled animal grew on up 
until after awhile it got to be a 
many-celled animal, then it got to 
be a little floating piece of proto- 
plasm. Then it got an eye-spot, 
finally got to have legs and a tail, 
maybe. Then it was a fish and then 
a turtle and on it developed into 
land animals and after a while into 
a monkey and then a jackass and 
then an evolution professor!” 

That is the silly theory of those 
who do not believe in a personal, 
prayer-hearing, prayer-answering 
God, the God of miracles revealed 
in the Bible. If that is in nature, 
then there is no God — not the God 
of the Bible. If evolution is a fact, 
then there is no God, that is, no 
God like the Bible- talks about. 

There is a God, there is a Per- 
son who answers prayer, and that 
isn’t nature. Evolution does not 
answer prayer. Nature does not 
answer prayer. “He that cometh 
to God must believe that He is.’’ 
He is in the sense that He lives 
as a person — not that He just 
exists as an influence. He lives. 
There is a God who made us, a 
God who loves us, and hears us 
and answers us; there is that kind 
of a God, and one cannot be a 
Christian without believing that. 


ll. Second Fundamental — A Di- 
vinely Inspired, Infallible Bible 


The next essential doctrine is: 
There is a Bible. That Bible is the 
revelation from God. It does not 
just contain the Word of God, it is 
the Word of God. What do I mean? 
I mean what the Scripture says, 
“All Scripture is given by inspira- 
tion of God.” That is what the 
Scripture claims about itself. Holy 
men of God wrote down what God 
told them, “not in the words which 
man’s wisdom teacheth, but which 
the Holy Ghost teacheth.” (IT Cor. 
2:13). The Scripture tells us God 
said to Isaiah, “I have put my 
words in thy mouth” (Isa. 51:16), 
and practically the same words 
were said about Jeremiah. God 
told Moses to write all the words 
of the Lord in a book. “And Mo- 


Ses wrote all the words, of the/@ 
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Lord” (Ex. 24:4). The same thing 
happened about Jeremiah. God 
gave the very words. The thoughts 
were God’s thoughts, but the words 
were God’s words, too, a revela- 
tion from God as literally as I 
dictate letters to a stenographer. 
I see that it is what I meant and 
what I said when I dictate. God is 
more particular than I am, and I 
am pretty particular. God gave the 
very words of the Bible in the 
original manuscripts. The Bible is 
a revelation from God. This Word 
of God is true about science, it is 
true about history, it is infallible, 
with no mistakes in it. There are 
mistakes sometimes in what men 
say about the Bible. There are 
mistakes sometimes in men’s trans- 
lations of the Bible, and mistakes 
sometimes as men copy the Bible, 
but as God gave the Scriptures, 
this infallible revelation from God 
is perfect, the Word of God, and it 
will live forever. 

The Scripture in the nineteenth 
Psalm tells about nature: 

“The heavens declare the 
glory of God; and the firma- 
ment sheweth his handiwork. 
Day unto day uttereth speech, 
and night unto night sheweth 
knowledge. There is no speech 
nor language, where their voice 
is not heard...” 

But that Scripture continues in 
verse 7: 

“The law of the Lord is per- 
fect, converting the soul.” 

That is something nature never 
did do. Many a man with a poetic 
soul has stood sometimes by the 
sea-shore, with a sense of awe as 
he sees the grandeur of the moun- 
tainous waves. Every man with any 
sense has sometimes, I suppose, 
looked out at the stars at night 
and been overwhelmed with the 
sense of God. 

I will never forget one evening 
when I was a boy growing into my 
teens, I went out into the stack 
lot and climbed up on a great stack 
of feed, and far into the night I 
lay out there and looked up into 
the stars. My soul was thrilled; 
I knew there was a God. I know 
it now. There must be! Nature 
claims there is a God, and proves 
there is a God. But notice this: 
nature never Saved anybody. Look- 
ing at stars never saved anybody 
at all. 

I had the joy (I say it inten- 
tionally) of preaching the funeral 
sermon of a man not long ago who 
had just gone to Heaven. I had 
been with him before he died, and 
he told how he was converted. He 
told how when he was a young 
man one night a group of children 
were playing around the door. He 
heard one little girl say, “Oh, if 
the wrong side of Heaven is so 
pretty, don’t you know the right 
side must be beautiful!’ And that 
little girl's words about Heaven 
went like an arrow to his heart. 
When he came to himself he was 
away down in a lane by himself 
looking up at God’s Heaven. But 
he was never converted until he 


later heard the gospel of the cru-, 
cifled Saviour and the blood shed‘, 


for sinners, and then he was saved! 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 38) 
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. “The law of the Lord is perfect, 
‘ converting the soul!” 


= 


Nature tells about God, but na- 
ture has never saved a soul. Na- 
ture is under a curse. There is 
nothing perfect in nature. It brings 
forth thorns and cockle burrs and 
mosquitoes. But the Word of God 
is perfect, converting the soul. The 
Word of God, the unchanging, 
eternal, infallible Word of God with 
no mistakes, no errors, is true. 
It igs true about science. Up and 
down the country I have laid down 
the challenge, I am not afraid to 
face any college professor, I dare 
any college professor to show one 
place where this Bible is scien- 
tifically wrong. It is not. Nobody 
can point it out. I dare any history 
professor to show where the Bible 
is incorrect historically. You may 
put it down that the Bible is true 
in every detail. It is the very Word 
of God. Without requiring a knowl- 
edge of all the Bible doctrine of 
inspiration, one must believe the 
Bible is the Word of God, to be 
saved. 

If a man does not believe the 
Bible he will not believe what the 
Bible says about God, about Christ, 
about Heaven, about Hell, and 
about salvation. 

That is one of the essentials, 
then, an attitude toward the Bi- 


ble. 
ll. Third Essential Man, A 
Fallen Creature, A Sinner 


Another essential is the Bible 
doctrine about man. There are 
two, and only two principal theo- 
ries about man. One theory is that 
man is pretty good. That theory 
is that man may make mistakes, 
but that essentially men are good. 
That kind of doctrine talks about 
the fatherhood of God and the 
brotherhood of man. They say, 
“That is all right. You are a child 
of God. Those little slips don’t 
matter so much. You are a pretty 
good fellow.” That doctrine pats 
men on the back and says, “You 


” are all right. All you need is to 
- join the church. You are all right 


a 
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because you are a member of a 
lodge and you live a good life.” 
That is the devil’s doctrine about 
man. The devil said to Eve, “When 
you eat of that fruit you will be 
wise. You will be like God to 
know good from evl.” On that 
doctrine of the devil about man’s 
goodness we honor ourselves, brag 
on our goodness, and make excuses 
for our wickedness and do not re- 
pent. 

The other doctrine is the Bible 
doctrine about man. It doesn’t 
flatter man, to be sure. The Bible 
tells of our ancestry, but it doesn’t 
say Man came from apes and mon- 
keys. Instead, the Bible says God 
made man of the dust of the 
ground and breathed into his nos- 
trils the breath of life and man be- 
came a living soul. The Bible says, 
“So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God cre- 
ated he him; male and female 
created he them.” The Bible says 
man was made in the image of 
God. Man is not a beast. He is not 
an animal. He didn’t come from 
monkeys or other animals. Man 
walks upright to be nearer Heav- 
en. His conscience came from God. 
Man has an immortal soul that 
will spend an eternity in Heaven 
or Hell, somewhere. Man was made 
in the image of God, the Bible 
says. 

Another thing is that man is a 
fallen creature. Did I say in the 
image of God? But man is so 
marred! Did I say you were made 
in the image of God? Yes; but 
how far, how far we have fallen! 
Sometimes we get dolls for our 
children. Talk about children — I 
am thinking about girls now — 
we buy a doll for one of our little 
girls and it isn’t long until the 
doll doesn’t look the same. You 
don’t know what an expert I have 
become. I know how to put arms 
and legs back on dolls. The chil- 
dren think Daddy can fix anything. 
I want to postpone just as long 
as possible the time when they 
learn I can’t fix everything. But 
I get a strong rubber band and 
fish with a hairpin and hook on 
the legs and arms. It isn’t very 
long until the little girls push the 
doll’s teeth out, and if they have 
moveable eyes that go to sleep, 
after awhile the eyes come out, and 
if they have hair, the little girls 
all like to wash the baby’s hair, 
and the top of the head comes 
off! I know, I. am an expert on 
dolls! If you had reared as many 
girls as I am rearing, you would 
understand about that! It isn’t 
long until the doll is such a poor, 
abused thing, not the lovely thing 
it once was! 


And I look in your faces tonight 
and I see the marks of sin. We 
have fallen so far, so far! These 
men and women who were made 
in the image of God, why do they 
happen to have weak eyes, and 
why do their teeth come out, and 
why do they get baldheaded? Why 
do they lose their temper? Why 
all the marks of sin in your face, 
and why the disease in your body? 
Man is a fallen creature. And I 
read in the Bible here an expla- 
nation of it. “For all have sinned 


and come short of the glory of 
God.” He said, “All.” “All! All! 
All! God help us! And we who 


are saved, too. All have sinned 
and come short of the glory of 
God. And the Bible says sin de- 
mands the wages of sin which is 
death. It- says “the way of the 
transgressor is hard,” and what a 
man sows he is going to reap, and 
“the soul that sins shall die.” Be- 
fore we get through the Bible we 
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have the race cursed, under sin, 
lost, away from God, aliens and 
strangers! After Adam sinned in 
the Garden of Eden, Adam hid 
himself from God. When God 
called, “Adam, Adam, where art 
thou?” Adam said, “I hid myself 
because I had sinned.”’ 

My friends, man is a fallen 
creature, a doomed creature, a 
sinning creature. You needn’t talk 
to me about people being essentially 
good. Maybe they are in Houston, 
but they are not in Dallas. Maybe 
they are in your family, but they 
are not in mine. Men are not good! 
Men are essentially sinners! In the 
heart of all of us, we are sinners, 
sinners! sinners! That isn’t flat- 
tering, but that is what the Bible 
says. That is so. We are sinners! 

And now another thing. Because 
men are made in the image of 
God, therefore men have souls, im- 
mortal souls. Men, I say, have 
sinned, and men are lost, and men 
are condemned! The Bible talks 
about the goodness of God and 
the sin of man. I wish I could 
go through the Bible with you on 
this question. The longer I went, 
the more we would hear about sin, 
and sin and sin and the sinner — 
until down in a horrible bottom- 
less pit is man! Man’s sins have 
made him a million miles away 
from a just and holy God and there 
is a gulf between God and man 
and sinful man cannot face God. 
Yet man must meet God. He is 
afraid and doomed and righteously 
damned because of his sin. And 
I say the God of the Bible and the 
race of men the Bible tells about 
are an ocean apart unless some one 
is revealed in the Bible that can 
bring a just and holy God and 
sinning man together, man is for- 
ever lost! 


IV. Fourth Fundamental — Jesus 

the Virgin-Born, Miracle-Working, 

Bodily Resurrected Son of God 
In Flesh 


And now we come to another 
doctrine. That is the Bible doctrine 
of Christ. That is an essential dcc- 
trine, a fundamental doctrine. 
Without this Bible doctrine one 
cannot be a Christian. Unless one 
takes the Bible attitude toward the 
fact of God; the Bible, the deity 
of Christ, the fact of sin, the blood 
atonement, regeneration, and Heav- 
en and Hell — those seven things, 
one is not a Christian, he is a 
heathen or a pagan. One is not a 
believer, he is an infidel. 

I can’t go into all of the Bible 
doctrine of Christ. What about 
Jesus. This same Jesus was in the 
beginning with God. This Baby 
brought from the womb of a vir- 
gin was the Creator of Heaven and 
earth. Turn back to Isaiah in the 
Old Testament and let the prophet 
of God answer: 

“For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given; and the 
the government shall be upon 
hig shoulder; and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, the mighty God...” 


Who is this little child born? 

“... the mighty God, the ever- 

lasting Father, the Prince of 

Peace” (Isa. 9:6). 

He is not just a man, but is 
God in human flesh who nursed 
at a woman’s breast, a defenceless 
baby. God emptied Himself of His 
glory and came in the likeness of 
sinful flesh. Jesus Christ was no 
ordinary man at all. No wonder 
those who heard Him speak said, 
“Never man spake like this man”’ 
(John 7:46). No wonder doubting 
Thomas said when asked to put his 
hand in the pierced side and to 
put his finger in the nail prints, 
“My Lord and my God!”’ — not 
just Rabbi nor good Master nor 
teacher, but “My Lord and my 
God!” Jesus Christ is God in the 
flesh. Jesus Christ is God by whom 
the Scripture says the Father made 
the world and without Him was 
not anything made that was made. 
Jesus is God! That involves cer- 
. If Jesus is God, He is 


Jesus is God, as we are not God, 
there is something between us and 
Jesus Christ, something altogether 
different. Jesus Christ was born 
in this world, but the Scripture 
said He is the only begotten of the 
Father. Nobody else was ever 
born like Jesus. He must have been 
born differently, and He was. How 
did it happen? 

The angel came to Mary and 
said: “Fear not, Mary; for thou 
hast found favor with God. And, 
behold, thou shalt conceive in thy 
womb, and bring forth a son, and 


shalt call his name JESUS. He 
shall be great, and shall be called 
the Son of the Highest; and the 
Lord God shall give unto him the 
throne of his father David: and he 
shall reign over the house of Jacob 
forever; and of his kingdom there 
shall be no end.” And Mary said 
—I say it reverently — “How can 
I, a virgin girl, have a baby?” 

And the angel answered back 
and said: “The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of 
the highest shall overshadow thee: 
therefore also that holy thing 
which shall be born of thee shall 
be called the Son of God.” 

Oh, Jesus was born with no hu- 
man father. Jesus was born when 
conceived by the Spirit of God in 
the womb of a virgin girl that had 
never known man after the flesh. 

Someone hag said, “Well, what 
does it matter whether Jesus is 
the Son of God or not?” 

He isn’t the Saviour if He isn’t 
very God. If He isn’t God, if He 
wasn’t born as He was, if He didn’t 
work miracles, then He is not God, 
and I can’t believe on Him, I can’t 
risk my soul with Him. How could 
you believe He made the world and 
then don’t believe Christ is more 
than a man? Unless you accept 
the miracles of the Bible you are 
not a Christian. The virgin birth 
is essential] to the deity of Christ. 

Somebody said, “I believe the 
body of Jesus rotted away. In 
some spiritual sense I think He 
was resurrected.” No, if His body 
didn’t come out of Joseph’s tomb, 
then He is not the Son of God. 
He said, “There shall no sign be 
given you but the sign of the 
Prophet Jonah. As Jonah was three 
days and three nights in the belly 
of the whale, so the Son of man 
will be three days and three nights 
in the heart of the earth” (Matt. 
12:40; 16:4). 

Jesus came bodily from the grave 
or He was not the Son of God. 
He could not be our Saviour and 
the Bible is not true and there is 
nd God of the Bible, no hereafter, 
no Heaven and no Hell, and noth- 
ing to Christianity but supersti- 
tion unless Christ arose bodily 
from the grave like He said He 
would. And five hundred witnesses 
saw Him and handled Him and 
heard Him and felt of Him after 
the resurrection (I Cor. 15:6). 
No, He arose from the dead, fhank 
God, I know it is true! Jesus 
Christ is the very Son of God! 


V. Fifth Essential Doctrine — 
Christ's Blood Atoned For Man's 


We come to another doctrine 
that is connected with this. That 
igs the doctrine of the atonement. 
Righteous Abel set up an altar and 
brought the firstling of his flocks. 
God says, “By faith Abel offered 
unto God a more excellent sacri- 


fice than Cain, by which he ob- | 


tained witness that he was right- 
eous” (Heb. 11:4). 

God told Abraham to take Isaac 
to the top of Mount Moriah and 
offer him there for a sacrifice. And 
then as he was about to offer Isaac 
the Lord called to him, “Abraham, 
Abraham ... Lay not thine hand 
upon the lad...” And Abrahani 
turned and saw a ram caught in 
the thicket and Abraham put the 
ram on the altar instead of his 
son. In the pouring, spouting blood, 
I see God’s picture of atonement 
for sin. I see the High Priest when 
he takes the mourning dove which 
pictures the Man of sorrows, the 
tender, broken-hearted Saviour 
that would come, and I see as the 
blood drips, and I see God’s pic- 
ture of atoning blood. I see as 
the priest brings two goats before 
the High Priest and I see they lay 
their hands on the head of one of 
the goats and confess their sins 
and the goat is led away out in 
the mountains bearing away the 
shame and disgrace of sin. I see 
them take the other goat and kill 
it, cut the throat of that animal, 
and as they dress the body, then 
blood is poured out at the altar 
and I see God’s picture of atone- 
ment for sin. The Bible has chap- 
ter after chapter of blood and sac- 
rifice and altars. Then the Bible 
says, “Without shedding of blood 
is no remission” (Heb. 9:22). The 
Bible says, “The life is in the 
blood” (Lev. 17:11). Oh, my 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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sions. Brother Lovell has especial- 
ly fine gifts from God in dealing 
with young people. He gains their 
confidence, he teaches them the 
Bible, he leads them to surrender, 
and to consecrated Christian living. 
There will be fun as well as work, 
with a fine exhibit of the work 
done for the parents, and a moving 
picture of the entire group if they 
are really nice! 

This will be really a Bible School. 
Parents who are anxious for their 
children to be in the best of hands 
and actually learn the Bible, much 
of it, are invited to send their 
children for these two weeks of 
intensive Bible teaching and Chris- 
tian training, beginning at 9:30 
Monday morning, June 27th. 
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“Dear Brother Rice: 

“T am one of your subscribers to 
The Sword ‘of the Lord and I just 
have a feast each time it comes 
into my home. It is solving so 
many of my problems. Since read- 
ing it I am reading my Bible and 
praying in the early hours of the 
morning... ” 

Mrs. N. M. 
Denver, Colorado. 


A “fat lawbook”’ is an indict- 
ment of incompetence in govern- 
ment, Tom Sessions, guest 
speaker declared at the weekly 
meeting of the Texas A. & M. 
Club in the Adolphus Hotel, 
Friday noon. 

Sessions, a former A. & M. 
student, who received his law 
degree at S. M. U., exhibited 
two Texas statute books and 
measured them with a yard- 
stick, to illustrate his demand 
for thinning out state laws. One 
of them, with 1,800 pages, was 
the book he studied in law 
school ten years ago. The cther, 
twice as thick, with 3,400 pages 
of smaller type, contains the 
statutes existing today. 

“During the past decade,” 
Sessions said, “the Legislature 
has added about 1,600 pages to 
our statute book. 

“Too much legislation and 
fruitless attempts to remedy 
everything by law is a positive 
curse to the welfare of our state. 
It hampers business, renders 
the rights and liberties of in- 
dividuals uncertain, and leaves 
a chaotic condition in the pub- 
lic mind, destroying initiative 
and adding a useless additional 
burden on the struggling forces 
of recovery. 

Sessions, a candidate for the 
state senate, declared that he 
would dedicate hig efforts to op- 
posing the passage of more laws 
unless they are absolutely 
needed to correct existing evils 
or evils done by previous ill- 
considered legislation. 
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friends, there is no life outside the 
blood and there is no salvation out- 
side the blood. Men are not saved 
by being good or by church mem- 
bership or by baptism. Somebody 
said, “Brother Rice, you have to 
live it.” If you could live it, you 
could have done it without a Say- 
iour. Man isn’t saved by man liv- 
ing. Man is saved by Christ dying! 
Oh, my friends, understand it, it 
is salvation by the blood, “not by 
works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us, by the wash- 
ing of regeneration, and renewing 
of the Holy Ghost” (Titus 3:5). 
It is not by man, it is by God. It 
is not by works lest any man 
should boast. It is by grace. ‘For 
by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God: not of works, 
lest any man should boast” (Eph. 
2:8). 
says in the first text I ever 
preached on (in the Pacific Garden 
Mission in Chicago, in June, 1931), 
“For the wages of sin is death; 
but the gift — not the pay, not 
the reward, not the salary, but the 
gift—of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” That gift 
is in the Son of God. That gift is 
in the shed blood. That gift is in 
Calvary. Hallelujah for the cross! 


What can wash away my sin? 
Nothing but the - blood of 
Jesus. 
What can make me whole 
again ? 
Nothing but the biood of 
Jesus! 

Oh, my people, you talk about 
your fundamentalism, do you mean 
some Tom-foolery of method, some 
incidental: do you mean following 
some man, or do you mean your 
belief in these fundamental doc- 
trines of God’s Word? Let’s learn 
the fundamental of all the funda- 
mentals — it is the blood of. Je- 
sus Christ shed for sinners on the 
cross. That is God’s answer to sin. 
That is God’s picture of love. That 
is God’s atonement for sin. The 
blood of Jesus Christ paid for my 
sins and the Scripture said, “Christ 


#2|| died for our sins according to the 
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Scriptures.” Let me change it. He 
died for my sins. My sins nailed 
Him to the cross. My sins are all 
paid for. IJ am redeemed under 
the blood. My sins are blotted out. 
My sins are buried in the depth of 
the sea. My sins are carried as far 
as the east is from the west. My 
sins are paid for, thank God! Oh, 
what a Saviour! 

Saved by the blood of the cru- 

cified One! 

Now ransomed from sin and a 

new work begun, 

Sing praise to the Father and 

praise to the Son, 

Saved by the blood of the Cru- 

cified One! 

That is the only way you can 
be saved; by the blood of Christ 
who died for our sins. Let no one 
talk about the good example of 
Jesus saving sinners. Let no one 
talk about Jesus being a good man, 
a good teacher. He is the Son 
of God who paid for my sins and 
for the sins of every man, on the 
cross. “He is the propitiation for 
our sins: and not for our’s only, 
but also for the sins of the whole 
world” (I John 2:2). Jesus died 
and atoned for sin on the cross. 
That means this then, and I come 
to the sixth. 

(To be continued) 
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